BRITISH DRESSAGE:  MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR RUNNING AFFILIATED COMPETITIONS

CAR PARK

· Lorry/Trailer parking sufficient to support expected level of entries (e.g. dependent upon number of competition arenas running)  Preferably hard Standing for Winter shows.

· Access to and from venue ideally not directly off a busy main road

· Ideally and where appropriate any road crossings/gates onto roads directly from the venue should be permanently manned starting at least 1 hr prior to competition commencing.  A Large Sign on the Gate should suffice if a steward is not practical telling people to shut the gate after them.  The Risk Assessment should take careful account of this issue.

ARENAS

· One warm up area at least 40m x 20m with preferably similar surface to competition arena. See “Site Requirements” in Organiser Handbook.  For two competition arenas a warm up area must be the equivalent of a 20m x 60m arena (1200 sq m) and pro rata where there are more than two arenas. 

· Competition and warm up arena surfaces must be suitable for purpose (see Organiser Handbook) and be tended appropriately prior to competition (e.g. harrowed/mown, damped down if too dry and dusty, droppings removed etc.) and during the competition.

· Fencing around enclosed arenas must be safe (no broken rails, protruding nails etc.)

· All obstacles should be removed from arenas being used for both warm up and competition (e.g. showjumps).  A mounting block situated close to the warm up arena is a useful exception.

· If a collecting ring steward is not available it is important that the running order should be pinned up near the warm up arena so that mounted competitors can see it, to enable more efficient self-stewarding

· Wherever possible horses and spectators should have separate roped or fenced walkways to and from competition/warm up arenas 

· Provide either a designated judges box or Table or enough space to park judge’s car at ‘C’ which gives an unrestricted view of the whole arena.   Space is particularly important in Indoor arenas.  See recent Addendum to Risk Assessment Form

· If providing a judge’s box the inside should be clean and tidy with comfortable seats for the judge and writer (preferably adjustable in height) and some form of heating on cold days.

GENERAL

· Clean toilet facilities should be available with toilet roll, soap and hand towels/dryer, with lights which work (where necessary) and the ability to lock the door 

· Scoreboards should be displayed and updated at regular intervals (at least every half hour)

· Judges should be treated with respect.  Break times should be allowed in the running order with food and drink being offered during these times.  Travel expenses should be paid to the judge on the day – they shouldn’t have to ask.  See “Judges” in Organiser Handbook

· A variety of different judges should be used for competitions whenever possible

· Catering to be available/accessible on show days (minimum of hot/cold drinks, sandwiches, biscuits)

· A Risk Assessment declaration form must be completed by the Organiser and sent to RDO prior to running any competitions.  It has been decided that an Annual Risk Assessment is all that is needed at present unless conditions change in any way e.g. work being undertaken etc.

· Organisers should be friendly, helpful and polite towards competitors

· Where prize money is advertised in the schedules – this MUST be paid as stated or in accordance with BD Rule Book.

· If a viewing gallery is provided for spectators the seats should be clean and area tidy.  Entry and exit from viewing gallery should not be distracting for competitors doing a test otherwise a notice must be displayed to prevent people entering or leaving the area while a test is in progress
· Writers to be properly briefed according to BD guidelines.
· Appropriate levels of first aid in place and Accident Report Book in existence.

